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HOW READEST THOU? 


Luke x. :26. 
By Elder George A. Brower. . 
Written for The Southern Star. 
3 coe thing, friend to read the Bible 


rougn, 
Another thing to read to learn and do; 


’Tis one thing, too, to read 
And quite another thing to read it right. 


“Some read it to bring themselves into re- 
ute 


By 8 owing others how they can dispute; 
_ —＋ read it because their neigh- 
ra do, 
To see how long twill take to read it 
through. 


Some read the Book, they don't know why: 
It somehow happens in the way to lie; 
Whilst others read it with uncommon care, 
But all to find some contradictions there. 


“One reads it with father’s specs upon his, 


ead, 
And sees the thing just as his father did: 
through Campbell or through 


cott, 
And thinks it means exactly what they 
thought. 


Some read to prove a preadopted creed, 
Thus understand but little what they read: 
And every passage of the Book they bend 
To make it suit that all-important. end. 
Some 2 read, as I have often — 
To teach the Book instead of being taught.’ 


OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 
ELDER JOSEPH F PULLEY. | 


The Star presents herewith the portrait 


of President Joseph F. Pulley, of the Vir- 
ginia Conference. He was called to this 
position at the general council meeting 
held on March 15, 1899. Prior to this 
time he had acted as assistant Sunday 
school superintendent, also labored as 
meteoric Elder, and at the conference 
held Sept. 3 and 4, 1898, he was called 


to act as second counsellor to President. 


John E. Griffin. These various labors, 
in connection with the experience ob- 
tained at home, before coming to the 
south, acting as ward teacher, ete., amp- 
lv prepared him for the position as pres- 
ident of the above conference. 

President Pulley is a quiet, unassum- 
ing man, well versed in the Scriptures, 
and blessed above the average with lan- 
xuage and logic wherewith to make the 
precious Gospel truths interesting and 
plain unto those with whom. he comes 
in contact. He is prudent, and, consid- 
ers well the“ matter in hand before taking 


it with delight, 


action; promptness and accuracy seem 
to be part of his nature; these accom- 
plishments, in connection with that skill 
manifest by him in organizing his forces, 
place him in a position to be thoroughly 
competent to meet any and all emergen- 
cies that may arise. In fine, he is a wise 
executive officer. 

He was born April 10, 1859, in Ne- 
braska City, Otoe county, Nebraska, and 
resided there with his mother, two 
brothers and three sisters until the year 
1863. Some three years prior to this 
time his father became very desirous of 


ELDER JOSEPH F. PULLEY, 
President ‘of the Virginia Conference. 


going to Utah and began making prepa- 
rations to that end, during which time 
he was stricken with an illness from 
which he never recovered, and his hopes 


‘| of reaching the City of the Saints“ were 


never realized. His mother being left a 
widow with a family of six small chil- 
dren to care for, found it quite difficult 
at times to provide for them the com- 
forts of life. Three years after the death 
of his father they sold their home in the 
city and moved west about twenty-five 
miles to a place called North Branch, in 


the same county, where his father had 
(previous to his death) taken up a home 
stead. Here they resided until the au- 
tumn of 1871, when, leaving the farm in 
charge of an uncle, they moved -back to 
the city, where they remained until Sep- 
tember, 1873. Preparations were again 
made to move to Utah. All arrange- 
ments completed, they left Nebraska on 
Sept. 3, 1873, and arrived in American 
Fork, Utah, some six days later. 

In November, 1873, the two brothers, 
three sisters and the subject of this 
sketch embruced the Gospel, the parents 
having done so some time before in Here- 
fordshire, England. President Pulley at- 
tended the district schools of American 
Fork during the winter months until the 
year 1878, working at odd jobs during 
the summer season. In 1880 he turned 
his attention to the carpenter trade and 
was engaged in that occupation up to the 
time of receiving his call for a mission 
to the Southern States, being employed 
by the railway company. 

The Elders and Saints love and re- 
spect President Pulley. The reports of 
the Virginia Conference speak for them- 
selves and show the president and his 
counsellors to be active, energetic men, 
full of the spirit of their mission, and 
ever desirous for the spread of truth. 
Elders Edward D. Jones is first coun- 
selor, Benjamin Walker, second. The 
Star takes pleasure in congratulating 
President Pulley and counsellors on the 
high plane in which their conference 
stands. 


History of the Southern States Mission. 


After the conference in Mississippi 
President Roberts continued his travels. 
On June 31 he met with the Alabama 
Elders. Although the people of this lo- 
cality were not as interested in the ser- 
vices as anticipated, and although the 
Elders were somewhat disappointed, yet 
they enjoyed themselves, as they were 
given a goodly portion of the spirit of 
God which mitigated all worry and dis- 
pelled all gloom. 

The counsel imparted unto the Elders 
by President Roberts was timely and 
adequate to the conditions which sur- 
rounded them. He thought it pertinent 
that they relinquish their claims on old 
fields and launch out into unexplored por- 
tions, where prejudice was not so rife and 
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where the seeds of the Gospel had never 
been planted. 

On account of all the Elders of Ala- 
Duma not being able to meet at general 
cenference, a cenclave was held at Trav- 
elers’ Rest. The six Elders that consti- 
tuted this council meeting were given 
similar instruction to those who met at 
the general assemblage. 

The conditions for Dissominating the 
Gospel truths in Tennessee were not as 
auspicious’ at the present as they previ- 
ously had been. In Lawrence county 
Kiders J. A. Ross and A. J. MeCueston 
were harassed considerably. While hold- 
ing meeting at Knob Creek they were 
accosted by a fiendish mob of five, armed 
with hickory cudgels, and warned- to 
leave the county before 10 o'clock next 
day. Despite their portentious premoni- 
tions, the Elders unrelentingly prosecuted 
their Jabors, warning the people of the 
dangers of living in Babylon and partak- 
ing of the sins of the world. 

On June 25, 1884, the Saints of St. 
Clair county, Alabama, were forced to 
suffer the loss of their newly erected 
church. After burning the building the 
poltroons made known unto Brother P. 
M. Coleman, Elder of the branch, their 
odious intentions, that if Mormonism 
was not crushed in that vicinity, they 
would anihiliate all who aided or assisted 
them in any way. Persecution being 
so ardent, was decided that a dis- 
continuation of services for a short time 
would prove very beneficial unto the 
cause. 

During the latter part of the month of 
June violence toward the servants of 
God diminished considerably. The El- 
ders enjoyed themselves exceedingly dur- 
ing this period of time, as it was a 
change for them. This innovation was 
an unusual one in the south. 

The tranquillity which came with the 
termination of June was to be of but 
short duration. No sooner had July 
thoroughly presented herself than Elders 
Morrell and Gailey were constrained to 
bear the calumnies and suffer the lashes 
of an inhuman crowd of supposed Chris- 


tians. 
(To be Continued.) 


Passports For Elders. 


Deseret News. 
It has been customary for the Elders 


going on missions to the European con- 


tinent to provide themselves with puss- 
ports before they leave this country. This 
rule should be observed in all cases, and 
it is now considered wise for missiona- 
ries to Great Britain to do likewise. This 
has not heretofore been deemed neces- 
sary, but word has been received from 
the presidency of the European mission, 
that owing to circumstances connected 
with shipping regulations, much trouble 
may be avoided by the Elders if they 
all obtain passports before sailing from 
this country to any part of Europe. 

A passport only costs a dollar. It is 
found useful to missionaries in the Brit- 
ish Isles who desire to visit the Euro- 
pean continent, and it is stated that it 
is. advisable, even if no such trip is con- 
templated. 
mission, will do well to pay attention to 
this advice. Full partigulars in regard 
to this matter, and other rules and sug- 
gestions for missionaries, can be had of 
Klder W. C. Spence at the president’s of- 
fice in this city, who is always ready to 
impart information to the Elders con- 
cerning transportation and the needs of 
departing missionaries. Don't forget the 
passport! 


Kiders going on a foreign 


DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT SNOW. 
From tne Salt Lake > Herald. 2 

The following discourse was 1 
by President Lorenzo Snow at the Six- 
ty-ninth Semi-Annual Conference of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints; held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City: 

Brethren and sisters, at the co:umence- 
ment of this Semi-annual Conference, 1 
wish to say a few words. I suppose that 
many of the audience now before be 
have come from a long distance to meet 


with us in this General Conference, and 


that all have been moved to gather here 
by pure motives—by a desire to improve 
and perfect themselves in matters that 
pertain to their usefulness in the King- 
dom of God. In order that we may 
not be disappointed in this it becomes 
necessary that we prepare our hearts to 
receive and profit by the suggestions 
that may be made by the speakers dur- 


ing the progress of the conference, which 


may be prompted by the Spirit of the 
Lord. I have thought, and still think, 
that our being edified does not so much 
depend upon the speaker as upon our- 
selves. When we come together on oc- 
cusions like this we are entitled to re- 


ceive something that will be of great im- 


portance to us in our lives. We ought 
to understand—-and I presume that we 
do generally—that the work which we 
have come into this life to perform can- 
not be done to the glory of God or to the 
satisfaction of ourselves merely by our 
own natural intelligence. We are de- 
pendent upon the spirit of the Lord to 
aid us and to manifest to us from time 
to time what is necessary for us to ac- 
complish under the peculiar  circum- 
stances that may surround us. It is the 
privilege of Latter-day Saints, when they 
get into difficulties, to have supernatural 
power of God, and faith, day by day, to 
secure from the circumstances which may 
surround us that which will be beneficial 
and will advance us in the principles of 
holiness and sanctification, that we may 
as far as possible be like our Father. It 
certainly is possible to advance ourselves 
toward the perfections of the Almighty 
to a very considerable extent, to say the 
least. In fact, we are commanded to be 
perfect, even as our Father in hen ven is 
perfect. From everything that arises, 
whether it be of a disagreeable nature 
or -of a pleasant charaeter, we should 
derive information and secure power to 
serve ourselves in the path of exaltation 
and glory over which we are moving. I 
know that we should never have been 
uble to endure the severe trials that we 
have experienced during the past few 
years, had we not been gradually edu- 
cated in times past and prepared to strug- 
gle with difficulties as we passed, along. 

I desire to suggest to the Latter-day 
Saints this morning that they should 
not lose sight of the object which has 
prompted us to gather ourselves together, 
that we may not return tq our homes 
without having received lessons of en- 
couragement to assist us in the surround- 
ing difficulties. It is impossible for Lat- 
ter-day Saints to move along in the path 
of glory we are now treading unless 
they devote themselves fully and wholly 


to the work and make the preparation 


which is absolutely necessary to meet 
and overcome the temptations that might 
otherwise overpower us. Here, I sup- 
pose, ure brethren and sisters who hold 
important positions in the Church aid 
have most solemn and pleasing duties to 
perform, and it is their ardent desire that 
they may be properly qualified to di- 


— 


charge these sacred duties satisfactorily 
to themselves and in a way that shill! 
promote the interests of those they pre- 
side over. 

There is something grand ‘ies the con- 
sideration of the fact that the Lord loves 
us with a most ardent love. The love 
that a woman exercises toward her off- 
spring cannot equal the love that God 
exercises’ toward us. He never leaves 
us, He is always before us, and upon our 
right hand and our left hand: Contin- 
unlly he watches over. The antedilu- 
vians rejected the Lord in their day. The 
message which he sent to them was of 
the highest importance. Upon their ac- 
ceptance of the mesage depended their 
temporal and spiritual salvation. But 
they rejected it. When the Lord com- 
municates to man that which pertains to 
his most important interests, it is a sol- 
emn and serious thing for him to reject 
so direct a message. But the antedi- 
luvians rejected the message, even the 
fullness of the Gospel, as it is now 
preached to us. If they had then en- 
braced the opportunity they might have 
received the fullness of the Gospel and 
been prepared, when Christ was crucified 
and arose from the dead, to receive, 


through the resurrection, their glorious 


bodies, free from disease and corruption 
—the most glorious object that ever man 
set his mind upon. Those people failed to 
embrace that opportunity; but the Lord 
did not fail te love -them, and to have 
regard for them, and he gave them an- 
other opportunity although it was 2,- 
500 years afterwards. After Jesus was 


| crucified He went and visited chat peo- 


ple and gave them the opportunity of re- 
ceiving that which they rejected when 
Noah proclaimed to them the principles 
of spiritual and temporal salvation. 

Now, in some respects we differ from 
any other class of people. Opportunities 
are before us which are not before them, 
though at some future time they will 
have the same opportunities as we have 
received and acted upon. But our pros- 
pects are different from their prospects; 
things are required at our hands which 
are not required of them; and there could 
not be placed before men more glorious 
prospects than are placed before the 
Saints. No mortal man could wish any- 
thing greater or that will ultimately 
prove more satisfactory. Everything 
that pertains to perfect peace, happiness, 
glory and exaltation is before the Lat- 
ter-day Saints. We should not let our 
prospects be darkened in the least by 
doing that which is not acceptable before 
the Lord. | 

Brethren and sisters, I pray that the 
Lord may be with us during this Con- 
ference; that he may be with those who 
address you, and especially with you, 
that you may receive and comprehend 
some principle or some suggestion that 
will be of the most sacred importance to 
vou. 

The brethren will now address vou. 
and through the exercise of your faith 
you will be greatly and abundantly 
blessed, which may God grant, in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 


Deseret News. 

There will be a . held in Mr. 
Jenkins’ office in the cott-Auerbach 
building this evening to consider the ad- 
visability of forming a social club for re- 
turned ‘missionaries from Germany to- 
gether with anyone who aks the lan- 
uage of that country. essrs. Leroy 

now, Brig. Cannon, Frank Penrose and 
Jenkins are the prime movers in the pro- 
ject that, among other things, will em- 
brace a suite of rooms. Library funds will 
be devoted to the Free Kindergarten. 
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A STRONG TESTIMONY. 


By John F. Sanders. 


Quitman, Clark eounty, Miss., April 17. 


written for The Southern Star. 

I would be pleased to have room in 
the Star to give my experience in regards 
to the Gospel, if you think it of interest 
to anyone, as I have not yet seen any- 
thing in its pages from this part of the 
country. I was brought up under Bap- 
tist parents and became a member of 
that church at an early age. 1 lived up to 
the light which I had received, although 
I could see that there was something 
lacking. I would often ask older people 
why our church did not have the same 
oflicers in it that Christ had placed in it 
when He was on the earth. I had been 
taught that Christ was a Baptist“ and 
that this church was the right one. I 
was always answered that “they are no 
longer needed and that the minister held 
the office of prophet, teacher and other 
positions .cited by the Bible; that the 
members are apostles.” I would often 
think, however, that if we had all the 
officers and the gifts and blessings in the 
church—such as that of healing the sick, 


etc. — that we would enjoy a happier time 


in our church. 

I recollect one time while in this condi- 
tion of darkness, while I was attending 
school, the teacher set apart a certain 
dax for which to have recitations, speech- 
es and dialogues. She, in preparing and 
gathering up the pearls of literature for 
an entertainment, obtained a dialogue 
written on polygamy in a yery disgust- 
ing style, said to be a representation of 
how the Mormon people practiced their 
religion in Salt Lake City. It was de- 
signed to throw a slur on them, indicat- 
ing them to be the most terrible people in 
the world. Six young ladies and myself 
were requested by our teacher to take 
part in this dialogue, five of which were 
to represent my wives and the sixth was 
to represent a visitor from some other 
part of the country. I was to take the 
part of a Mormon leader, trying to get 
the sixth, the visitor, to be the sixth 
wife. That play caused somewhat of an 
uproar of laughter. 

I oceasionaliy saw pieces published in 
different publications of some black crime 
the Mormons committed. At last I be- 
gan to lose all hopes of the Baptist 
church being the true one, knowing that 
they did not carry out all the teachings 
of the Bible. I began to seek the denom- 
ination that kept all of Christ’s Com- 
mandments, but alas I could not do so 
until one day I was privileged to meet 
Elders 8. T. Baker and Charles H. 
Johnson. The time had come when I had 
found what I had been seeking so long. 
I was permitted to hear them declare 
the Gospel in its fullness. 

I became a very close investigator for 
several months before I applied for bap- 
tixm, and met with several of these hum- 
ble servants, each proclaiming the Gospel 
the same way and evidently in its full- 
ness. This was more than I had ever 
heard before by any other preachers. Ow- 
ing to the falsehoods and teachings I 
had been brought up under it was quite 
i task to take hold of the Gospel as they 
taught, but by reading the Scrifitures I 
tound that Christ and His followers were 
persecuted and killed for the sake of the 
Gospel, and I could see nothing except 
that the Mormons had the Truth in its 
fullness, and that they were the only 
ones who did. Some time after I ap- 


plied for baptism under the hands of El- 


ders Hyrum Nebeker, Charles A. Par- 
rish and Wallace O. Bunting, and was 


baptized May 17th, 1897, by Elder Hy- 
rum Nebeker and confirmed by Elder 
Charles A. Parrish. 


1 then began to see that Apostle 


Paul’s words were true, wherein he said: 


“Yea, and all that will live Godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 
I was persecuted very bitterly at times, 


being threatened on several occasions 


with being dragged from my house at 
night and whipped like a dog. I told 
some of them that when they came to 
my house to whip me I would tear their 
hides with powder and lead; they decided 
to not try the cap on at any rate. 

Some of my connections have turned 
against me and said they did not ever 


want me to put my foot in their house 


again; some that have been so bitter 
are becoming friends again, although I 
have promised myself nothing but a life 
of persecution so long as I shall live God- 
ly in Christ Jesus. I desire to say to all 
who may read this that I know of the 
doctrine and the truthfulness of the Gos- 
pel as taught by the Latter-Day Saints 
and that the angel has flown with the 
everlasting Gospel to be preached to all 
people as John said in his revelations. 
I know that the Gospel is on the earth 
with all the gifts and blessings and is 
taught in power with apostles and proph- 
ets at the head to perfect the Saints, 
and that the sick is healed, as I have wit- 
nessed this gift at different times in my 
own family, under the hands of God's 
servants. I testify that the spirit has 
revealed the truthfulness of the Book of 
Mormon, and that Joseph Smith was a 
true prophet, sent forth in these, the last 
days, to open up the last dispensation of 
the fulness of the Gospel. I am not 
ashamed to bear this testimony to the 
world, and that the Gospel is not found 
in its fullness anywhere else except 
among the Latter-Day Saints. 


Her Faith Is Great. 


Williamsburg (Ky.) Times. 

The Times is in receipt of the following 
letter, written by one of the women of 
Mullis, who defends the Mormons from at- 
tacks made upon them by press and pul- 
pit of the country: 7 

“Dear Readers of Whitley County. : 

“By the power I feel from God im- 
pressed on my mind, I feel obliged to say 
something in regard to Mormon religion 
and the Mormon brethren who have 
stayed in our midst one week and 
preached the holy word of God to us so 
far as we have heard. I am a Methodist 
woman and my house has been a boarding 
house for all business people that come 
near, and men from several different 
states in the United States have been sent 
to us and also ministers of the Gospel, of 


different denominations, and never in my 


life have I seen two nicer or more man- 
narly men than the two Mormon broth- 
ers. They had with them the same bible 
that we have and the same one the other 
ministers had with them and the only dif- 
ference I saw was that they understood 
it better than we do. 

Now, dear reader, let us consider that 
there is some one religious besides us or 
this world would not stand on our ac- 
count. Some of our Baptist brethren do 
not like them because they are willing to 
hand forth Christ’s blood and body to 
whosoever wills it. 

Our Cambellite brethren do not like 
them because they taught faith to be the 
first principle. They said faith came by 
hearing and that hearing was the first 
principle. in my early school days it was 


not taught that hearing was a principle 
‘at all. 

Some of our Methodist brethren did 
noi like to hear them because they did 
not have any bible to compare with 
the Mormons and could not have read it 
if they had. 

Some held against them having 80 
many wives. Well, dear readers, I did 
not see any external or internal signs of 
those two men wanting wives at all, but I 
did see signs that they could yet two or 
three if they wanted them. | 

Dear reader, I would like to tell you 
what the Mormon Elder told me regarding 
their wives. Ile said that plurality of 
wives was once their law and thought to 
be right and that the children of those 
wives were cared for alike and educated. 
and he said there was no little children 
found depending on the cold charity of the 
world. ‘Then I thought of so many that 
I knew of, some living here. close by, 
without father or mother to care for 
them through the dreadful winter just 
past. 

Now let us think of ourselves, and fath- 
ers and mothers, sisters and brothers and 
whosoever is clear, let him cast a stone. 
The Mormon brother preached that we 
must live more strictly to God than some 
of us imagined. 

Now. Heavenly Parent, go with the ed- 
itor and readers of this paper, stand by 
them in death and save them in a better 
world than this, amen. 

II. A. R., Mullis, Ky. 


A Good Letter. 


Extracts from a letter to President L. 
R. Anderson, Chattanooga Conference, 
from Elders Joseph Hughes and George 
I’. Summerhays. 

Beloved Brother:—We are well asl en- 
joxing our labors very much. We held 
two rousing meetings yesterday. Our 
congregations were large. Our success 
in this county has been phenomenal in 
securing the use of public buildings in 
which to preach. We have occupied the 
pulpit every Sunday since coming to this 
county. For this privilege we feel to 
give the praise and honor to our heav- 
enly Father, fer we know without His 
aid and assistance we are nothing. We 
can't stand alone. We have nothing but 
words of praise and esteem to offer for 


the good people of this county, for the 


kindness and courtesy manifested toward 
us. Friday we succeeded in obtaining 
the Salem church to hold n series of 
meetings. This church is four miles 
south of Birehwood. Upon entering the 
church we found written upon the black- 
board the following, viz.: 

“Preaching at Salem church, April 30, 
at 3 p. m., also at night, by two young 
ministers from Salt Lake City, Utah. 
We gratefully welcome them. Come one, 
come all.” 

The Star joins with the brethren in. say- 
ing, God bless the good people of James 
county, Tennessee. It is plainly evident 
from the treatment afforded the Elders 
in this county that the people there be- 
lieve in the Golden Rule, by “Doing unto 
athers as they would wish to be done by.” 


The Florida Philosopher. 

Elder L. A. Stevenson, of the Latter 
Day Saints, who has been preaching in 
Florida for over two years, part of the 
time in this county, has been released, 
and is now probably at his home in Salt 
Lake City. Elder E. A. Gee has also 
been released. 
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- SATURDAY, MAY 6, 1899. 


ARTICLES OF FAITH 
OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 
We believe in God the Eternal Father, and ic His Son 
y Ghost. 


the atonement of Christ, all 
ience te the laws and ordi- 


in the te Lord Je Jesus ; second, 


of sine; 12 d the Gitt of the Holy 


L We believe that a man’ must be called of God, by 
by those who are 
in a0 ty, to preach the gospel and administer in the ordi- 
nances thereof. 


6. We 


the primitive ch 
Evangelists, etc. 
We belive in the gift of tongues prophecy, revelation, 
tongues, 
ted correctly ; we also believe the Book of Mormon 


9. We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does 
at a and we believe that He will — many t 


nt 3 1 to the 
gathering nad 


We baliove fa 
person- 


rist will reign 
ally upon the en that . and 


i 
men — privilege, let 


We announce with great pleasure the 
arrival of two distinguished visitors, El- 
ders John Henry Smith-and Mathias 


F. Cowley, of the 3 of the Apos- 
tles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 


ter-day Saints, who arrived here on the 
4th inst. They were accompanied by 
their wives. They are making this spec- 
inl visit for the purpose of meeting with 
the Presidents of the Conference of the 
Mission, which convenes in this city on 
the 6th and 7th, at the Auditorium. Apos- 
tles Smith and Cowley are by no means 
strangers here in the south, as Apostle 
Smith was here in 1893 at the time that 
his son, George A. Smith, was laboring 
in the office, and Apostle Cowley labored 
for a number of years in this field and 
since his appointment to the Apostles 
quorum, visited with Apostle F. M. 
Lyman, the various conferences of this 
\ussion, during the winter of 97-98. 


HE editor of The Star 
DOWN AT 6 was the recipient of un 
LOUISIARA. invitation to join with 


the Louisiana Press Association in their an. 
nual convention. held at Baton Rouge on the 
25th of April. The invitation was ac- 
cepted and Mr. C. A. Benscoter, of the 
Southern Railway system, and Mr. R. 
J. Anderson, of the Queen & Crescent. 
road, contributed the necessary transpor- 
tation over their respective roads to the 
point of interest, covering the distance in 
the shortest time of any road in the 
south, the line of travel being via Mer- 
idian and New Orleans, through a very 
interesting section of the southern states, 
and two of the largest cities, viz. Bir- 
mingham and New Orleans. 

The fact of a “Mormon” Elder taking 
part and enjoying the free communion 
of social intercourse (outside of Utah and 
the west) is somewhat of an anomaly, 
but it certainly did occur and the true 
secret of the situation seems to be in 
the cosmopolitan and ultra liberal spirit 


that prevails in the state of Louisiana. 


In August of 1895 a convention of ed- 
itors was called to meet at Salt Lake 
City for the pare of effecting a federa- 
tion of editors, and it became the happy 
lot of the writer to meet the Louisian- 
ians at Denver, from which city he es- 
corted them into Utah and Salt ke, 
and by the aid of the magnificent’ scen- 
ery and liberal hospitality of Utah and 
her people, coupled with the generous re- 
sponsive hearts of the Louisiana edi- 
tors, a friendship was effected between 
the citizens of the two states. The wri- 
ter was warmly elected an honorary 
member, and with others, invited to visit 
with them “some time.” It was hardly 
thought in three years that the privilege 
would be had of accepting, and under 
the different conditions as a host to a 
guest, and the latter being a representa- 
tive of that church which is so despised, 
it is little wonder some misgivings were 
fostered as to the reception that would 
await a Mormon Elder,“ even with the 
magic halo of editor.“ However, he 
went and the result was to say the least, 
surprisingly pleasant. 

On the evening of the first arrival, a 
vehicle met the editors and whirled them 
up town where arangements had been 
made to house the opinion moulders” in 
lavish elegance at a nominal price—both 
hotels being parties to the arrangement. 
That night the Governor of the state and 
his charming wife entertained the visit- 
ing editors with some very influential 
friends at the state mansion. The af- 
fair simply grand, the floral decora- 
tions being exceptionally well executed. 
Baton Rouge’s fairest daughters. were 
out from little misses of ten to matrons, 
each furnishing their quota to the en- 
tertainment with such rythmic order as 
to seem almost a kaleidoscopic bouquet 
from quiet daisy to the beautiful rose. 
were almost idle to try to enumerate all 
the pleasing features of the affair from 
the simple “I’m pleased to meet you” to 
the good bye at parting. 

The following day Gen. John McGrath 
entertained a select few, including the 
writer. This also has made a red letter 
impression upon those who participated. 
On the night of this (Wednesday) 
the citizens of Baton Rouge tendered 
the visiting editors a banquet at the 
hotel. This feature is also worthy of 
very liberal mention, but we must has- 
ten. Enough to say it was par excel- 
lence, the speeches golden, silvern and 
witty, with a bill of fare that would make 
an epicurean smile in anticipation of 
partaking alone. 


It: 


Thursday the 27th, was made mem. 
orable by the acceptance of an invita- 
tion from the Illinois Central railrond. 
the officials of the State Insane Asy- 
lum and the Centenary College, of Jack- 
son, La. Here again the editors and 
friends were royally banquetted, fete. 
and honored, everything being made 
alarmingly pleasant, so much so that 
number of the guests were left behind. 
remaining at the Asylum until the next 
day unwittingly. 

Returning - from Jackson the visitors 
were tendered a most pleasing climax to 
the three days session at the St. Marys’ 
Convent. The sisters had prepared an 
elaborate programme, consisting of songs 
and speeches of welcome, instrumental 
and vocal selections and a little dia- 
logue sketch that was highly entertain- 
ing. closing with a nice service of ice 
cream, lemonade, ices and cake, altogcth- 
er making a beautiful finale to one of 
the most pleasant and profitable ses- 
sions of the Louisiana Press Association. 
A number of excellent papers were read, 
bearing on the newspaper work. Among 
the best was one by Mr. L. E. Bentley, 
of the Donaldsonville (La.) Chief, urging 
a higher tone for newspapers in their 
discussion of topics and deprecating the 
low class of advertising that often creeps 
into the papers of today. 

On leaving Baton Rouge we met 
at New Orleans, one of the most liberal 
und up-to-date set of business men and 
citizens, becoming the guest of Mr. H. 
C. Ferriot, of the daily Chronicle, who 
left no stone unturned to make our visit 
pleasant. The time here was spent visit- 
ing and sight seeing in that well known 
city of New Orleans, also forming one 
of the many guests to honor State Rep- 
resentative Meyers. 

Taken all in all this visit was among 
the most pleasant times ever enjoyed, 
and will long remain a delightful mem 


ory. 


Two New York women are the highest 
paid choir singers in the world; they re- 
ceive respectively $4,500 and $3,000 a 
year. The men in the choir of West- 
minster Abbey receive salaries ranging 
from 5400 to $500. The choir at Salt 
Lake City is the largest in the world, 
numbering 350 trained voices, not one 
of which is paid. Singers in common 
with the preachers of our church are not 
paid, both forming part of the Gospel 
which is free to all mankind. If singers 
and preachers were paid some one must 
furnish the wherewith, and this would 
of necessity be on the old member, there- 
by making them pay for the Gospel. We 
consider this unscriptural. 


The Auditorium Meeting. — 


The city of Chattanooga has, after 
many years, the opportunity of hearing 
the Gospel as taught by the Latter-day 
Saints. As soon as the time was set 
for the Convention of Conference Pres- 
idents and the further fact of two Apos- 
tles from Utah being in attendance, the 
idea was mooted by some influential cit- 
izens of holding a meeting in the Au- 
ditorium, and when presented to the prin- 
cipal bifsiness men and citizens of Chat- 
tanooga, the utmost cordialty prevaileu, 
and as a result the Auditorium will be 
opened to the public on the nights of the 
7th and 8th of May, being Sunday and 
Monday, at which ..postles John Henry 
Smith and Mathias F. Cowley will be in 
attendance, besides the visiting confer- 
ence Presidents, many of whom are good 
singers. We hope a large turnout of cit- 
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izens will greet our distinguished visitors 
and show the world that at the head- 
quarters of the Southern States Mission 
that prejudice, bigotry, hatred and. mal- 
ice are unknown elements. The Times 
of this city has the following anent the 
meeting: 
MORMON CONFERENCE 


Granted the Use of the Auditorium for 
Their Meetings. 


The board of Auditorium commission- 
ers granted the Mormons the use of the 
Auditorium for the sessions of the con- 
ferences of the Southern states presi- 
dents, to be held here May 6-9. (7th and 
Sth) A large number of the best citizens 
and taxpayers of the city signed the pe- 
tition to the commissioners to grant the 
Mormons the use of the Auditorium for 
their meetings. President Rich has 
gone to St. Louis to meet and accompany 
to this city Apostles Smith and Crowley, 
who are coming from Utah to attend the 
conference.” 


AMONG THE ELDERS. 


Hereafter Elder Albert Arrowsmith 
will preside over the Kentucky Confer- 
ence, vice Elder John M. Bunker, who 
will be released to return home after this 
conference adjourns. Elder Arrow- 
smith’s biography will appear soon. 


Elder T. J. Chipman who has been la- 
boring in the Louisiana Conference, un- 
til about a month ago, desires to explain 
the reason for his failure to visit a num- 
ber of his friends whom he had promised 
to meet before returning to his home. 
He was ealled to acompany Elder Sam- 
uel A. Walton to his home in the west. 
and left the field rather  unex- 
pectedly, his release being quite a sur- 
prise to him. Elder Walton was afflicted 
with chills and fever. 


Elder 8. S. Topham, who has labored 
in the states of South Carolina, Georgia, 
Mississippi and Tennessee for the past 
_ twenty-five months, has been honarably 
released to return to his home in Para- 
goona, Utah. Elder Topham was one 
of our training Elders. He was an ‘earn- 
est, active worker and remained at his 
post of duty until receiving his release, 
which was hastened on by the receipt 
of a telegram stating that his father was 
quite ill and desired his presence. The 
Star wishes Elder Topham God speed, 
and hopes that upon his arrival that he 
may find his father greatly improved in 
health. 


Elder Mannie Pickett, who has been 
laboring in the south for the last thir- 
teen months, left for his home Wednes- 
day on the midnight train. Sickness was 
the cause of his returning. Elder Pickett 
labored in the Mississippi Conference the 
greater part of his time, but was trans- 
ferred to the East Tennessee Conference 
about a month ago, thinking a change 
would prove beneficial. He performed a 
noble work during the time he was in 
the mission. He greatly enjoyed his la- 
bors until his health began to fail. Broth- 
er Pickett has a loving wife and two 
sweet little children anxiously awaiting 
his arrival. The Star wishes Elder Pick- 
ett a safe and pleasant journey to his 
home and a speedy recovery te perfect 
health. He will be accompanied by El- 
der Joseph E. Steed, of Farmington, 
Utah, who has been laboring in the 
Louisiana Conference since. February, 
1897. Elder Steed labored as a canvass- 
ing Elder and performed a faithful and 


honorable mission. Elder Steed has had 


some experience with chills and fever 
himself. Outside of this he has greatly 
enjoyed his mission and speaks words of 
praise for his many friends who he has 
left in Louisiana. 


Elder Dye Arrives Home. 


The Star is permitted to read a letter 
from Elder William M. Dye, detailing 
his arrival home at Basolt, Idaho. He 
has again taken up farm work. On 
this, 4th of April, he was the happy re- 
cipient of an immense surprise party in- 
cluding the Basolt Martial band and 
friends, to more than fill his home, each 
bearing a huge basket of picnic and 
whole bushels of regards for him. After 
all had assembled in the house, yard, etc., 
it was deemed advisable to adjourn to 
the school house opposite, where a most 
enjoyable -time was had. 

tilder Dye was somewhat reminiscent 
in the course of his letter, expressing deep 
gratitude that he had remained in the 
field where he was enabled to learn so 
many things, not otherwise secured; he 
is particularly pleased to remember the 
kind treatment accorded him by the peo- 
ple. and those who were placed over him. 
He closes his letter with the following 
rather suggestive remark: The only 
thing that I feel to regret is wherein I 
disobeyed counsel on one occasion, by 
purchasing a pair of pants in the field, 
instead of sending to the office; I must 
confess this is the only pair, but what 
gave me good service, all other orders 
being filled from the office commissary. 
My advice to all is to obey counsel in all 
details.” 


MORMONS IN UTAH. 


The following letter was published in 


the Manitoba Free Press of April 8: 
“During the past few weeks there has 
been written and published in all parts 
of the country many articles on the 
subject of polygamy among the Latter 
Day Saints or Mormons. For some time 
I have felt it my duty to give the world 
a few facts on this subject. 
not, nor never have been a ‘Mormon,’ I 
feel that I can do so in a fair and un- 
biased manner. Having resided here 
among this people the past four years, 
I have learned, by close observation and 


study, much of the teachings and prac- | 


tices of this people. 
“This valley is one of the most beau- 


tiful and thrifty places on the globe, and 


is ‘inhabited by about 30,000 people, 95 
per cent. of whom are so-called ‘Mor- 
mons.’ During my residence I have had 
much to do with the general public both 
in business and socially; hence what I 
shall say here is known by me to be the 
truth. 

The people are one of the most pro- 
gressive, virtuous, industrious and thrifty 
classes of citizens it has ever been my 
privilege to live among, and I was born 
and lived in New England till I was past 
25 years of age. There is no place on 
the globe where brotherly love and kind 
assistance in times of need are practiced 
to a greater extent than among those 
people. The members of the faith are 
encouraged to give a tithe of their in- 
crease to the support of the church. This 
tithing is used to defray the necessary 
expenses of the church and to supply the 
wants of the poor and needy. There 
are no alms houses in this part of the 
country, but the poor of each ward are 
eared for by those in charge of the dif- 
ferent branches of the church. 

Cliques and clans are unknown and 
the poor stand just as high in the com- 


As I am 


munity, socially and religiously, as the 
rich. | 


“Having been closely connected with 
these people, and also having studied to 
some extent the belief and teachings of 
the Latter Day Saints, I am prepared to 
say that their faith will compare favor- 
ably with that of the Methodists, Pres- 
byterians, or any of the numerous other 
denominations and religious sects. They 
believe in God the Father, His Son Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Ghost, these being 
three distinct persons. They also be- 
lieve and teach repentance and baptism 
for the remission of sins by immersion. 

cducationally, Utah is the third state 
in the union, and the so-called ‘Mormons 
are far in advance of our other citizens, 
as a class, in this. Thrift, virtue, honor, 
are all taught to be of the highest im- 
portance and no class of people under 


the sun possess these attributes ton 


fuller extent than do the ‘Mormons.’ 


“The Bible teaches that in olden times 
such men as David and Solomon prac- 
tised plural marriage, yet they were not 
damned by the Lord for it; so it was 
with these people. Polygamy was 
deemed to be in keeping with the teach- 
ings of the Bible, and a very few of the 
people entered into plural marriages, and 
families were reared. The offsprings of 
these people are as dear to them as are 
the children of any father and mother. 


After a while it was declared by the 


government to, be a crime for a man to 
have more than one wife at a time, and 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, in compliance with the law, 
issued a inanifesto against further polyg- 
amous marriages. Since that time it is 
safe to state that no plural marriages 
have been solemnized in or by the sanc- 
tion of the church. In fact, it is against 


the laws of the state and the rules of 


the church to enter into plural marriage. 
The state imposes a punishment of five 
years in jail and a fine of $500 for the 
crime. Most of this agitation about 
polygamy comes from cranks and fanat- 
ies of other religious denominations, who 
deem it a sin for a man to believe. dif- 
ferently from them on matters of relig- 
ion. If these good (7) people. know of 
so many cases of polygamy, why do they 
not bring them to light and furpish evi- 
dence to convict them? 


»The election of B. H. Roberts to con- 
gress is the immediate cause for this 
voluminous outburst of slander. The 
‘Mormon’ church is said to have desired 
his election and to have worked to that 
end. Now, I am in a position to know 


that the church of the Latter Day Saints, 


is not in politics, and does not try offi- 
cially to further anyone for office. Mr. 
Roberts was elected to congress as a 
democrat and not as a ‘Mormon.’ It is 
a fact that he received the largest ma- 
jorities in the districts where the per- 
centage of ‘Mormon’ votes was smallest. 
He was elected by the people. To be 
sure, Mr. Roberts has been engaged in 
religious work to a great extent for a 
number of years, but is it just to Bay 
that the church of his choice is running 
politics in Utah any more than it is to 
say the same of any other church, one of 
whose influential members happens to be 
elected to some public office? I an- 
swer, No. 


Again, I ask, Would it be right and 
honorable for the men who have in times 
1 taken plural wives, to now turn 

f them wth their families, out into 
the rid unproteeted? Again I answer. 
GEORGE L. MARION. 
Cache Co., Utah.“ 
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THE BOOK OF MORMON. 


(Continued from last week.) 

Now this wonderful work comes forth 
from a number of men quite as illiterate 
as the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Yet they produce and publish to the 
world at large this very remarkable 
book. The publication of it is preceded 
and followed by a most cruel persecution; 
and as en result of its coming forth, we 
already see the most remarkable relig- 
ious, social, and commercial development 
of the century. And remember that 
this affair is not a thing done in a re- 
mote and dark corner. It is not a tale 
or legend of the past, invented by men 
we know not whom, and in places we 
know not where. But it is contempora- 
ry .with us. Thousands still live who 
knew these witnesses and heard their 
testimonies; and many still live who 
knew the Prophet, and by a life's devo- 
tion to the work he instituted, fhey at- 
test in the sincerest and most practical 
manner their firm belief in his divine 
calling. This surely is the strongest at- 
testation given to any sacred writing ex- 
tant. 

The Book of Mormon claims to be a 
history of the ancient inhabitants of 
America. There is nothing extant that 
contradicts this claim. That there were 
ancient inhabitants of América, of 
course, none can deny. 
cities, erubling temples, constantly be- 
ing discovered, makes this fact an unde- 
niable one. Then, since there was a 
people, is it not likely that they kept 
a history of themselves? Way down 
in the earth, lettered payprus and en- 
graved stones have been found; so it 
is evident that the ancients had a writ- 
ten language and were capable of keep- 
ing a history. We learn from the best 
authorities on the subject, that during 
the conquest of Mexico the Spanish 
priests burned the historical literature 
of the natives to the shameful extent of 
thousands of volumes. With these facts 
at hand how dare Joseph Smith palm 
on the world a spurious history? Any 
thinking person would see at a glance 
that such a work of perfidy would be ex- 
posed just as sure as time rolled on. The 


more discoveries made, the deeper scien- 


tific research goes into the antiquities of 
America the greater is the satisfaction 
of the believers in the Book of Mormon, 
because it comes to them as the will- 
ing aflirmation of their faith, from the 
unconscious hands of science. 

From the lives and statements of these 
three special witnesses, we can safely 
draw certain conclusions upon which we 
base our proposition, thus: ‘They were 
either impostors, who said what they 
knew to be false with the intent to de 
ceive, or they were enthusiasts who im- 
posed upon themselves by their own im- 
aginations, or they were deluded, vie- 
tims of some wicked design; or they 
were truthful men, and what they stated 
actually took place and the Book of 
Mormon is true. If they were impostors, 
they would have had motives such -as 
these: to gain power, reputation, fame 
or wealth. 

First as to power. VPower over what? 
A flock of sheep shorn and driven to the 
slaughter? Sheep whose leader was the 
target of a thousand deadly darts? For 
power over such an unpopular and un- 
promising people they would not hazard 
their lives and their all in the persecu- 
tion being heaped upon «hem. it is not 
probable that love of power could have 
designing turned, for it must have been 
been the point on which their ambitious 


Old ruins, buried 


apparent to them that from the very 
nature of the thing Joseph was the head 
and leader of the temporal body. And 
as conclusive proof that it was not lead- 
ership or even association with the head 
that inspired them, witness the three 
selecting and ordaining the twelve El- 
ders to the quorum of Apostles and not 
a place in that lofty circle filled by one 
of them. Had power been their desire, 
or authority their wish, the nature of the 
institution (which you must accredit to 
their genius in organizing, if such is 
your insistence) would have been alto- 
gether different. For in that institu- 
tion, Priesthood is soverign and it reigns 
supreme in all the ramifications’ of the 
organization. Vriesthood is paramount, 
be it invested in the humble deacon at- 
tending to the House of the Lord, or the 
Apostle enunciating God’s word in tones 
of fiery penetration. A respect border- 
ing on to reverence is paid to priest- 
hood. Man is nothing-—Priesthood every- 
thing, in point of authority or eccles- 
iastical jurisdiction. And that soverign 
power is not the prerogative of one man 
or a set of men, but is given to every 
faithful and deserving male member in 
the body religious. 
Church so it is in the modern. “Would 
God that all the Lord's people were 
prophets.” It is a groundless assump- 
tion then, to say that these men sought 
power, for the evidences point unmis- 
takably to the fact that Priesthood. is 
the only soverign authority and that was 
most generously distributed to all mem- 
bers. 

Next as to reputation or ie If it 
were fame they sought it must have 
been that sort of fame which persecution 
dragged them into. The moment they 
identified themselves with Joe Smith,“ 
their personal reputations were gone; 
the most sacred relationships of life were 
cut asunder by the two-edged blade of 
bigotry. Friendships ceased and the 
social comforts of life were almost fatal- 
ly limited. Reader, if you would righf- 
ly sense the keener pangs of ostracism 
which they experienced, just recall the 
conception you have had of the followers 
of “Joe Smith" and Brigham Young, and 
imagine, if you can, yourself being one 
of them, and fancy how enduring your 
fame would be, how wide your reputa- 
tion, and how advanced your personal 
credit. They could not possibly have 
sought for fame from without; and 
would they, as men of ordinary intel- 
ligence, have sacrificed so much for fame 
that might come from within. From 
such as this unhappy band of hated and 
rejected “Mormons” could throw about 
them? They would have soon discov- 
ered, had love of fame been their se- 
ductive motive, that there was a far 
brighter promise of perpetuity of fame 


monies and exposing this fatal impos- 
ture or delusion into which they had been 
pitilessly led. By doing this, they would 
have broken down the strongest relig- 
ious growth of centuries, and in com- 
pensation therefor would have received 
the thanks of thousands. This exposure 
they never offered to make, though every 
favorable condition for doing it sur- 
rounded each of them for a long period 
of their lives. They, on the contrary, 
bore patiently the afflictions, distresses 
and persecutions, and boldly faced the 
world to the end, proving that a higher 


of their souls. 


only one that had any possessions worth 


As in the ancient 


to be obtained by retracing their testi- 


nim than fame attracted the aspirations 


Was it wealth? One of the three, the 


speaking of, on meeting the Prophet gu ve 


him fifty dollars. This agt so incensed 
and annoyed his wife that she subse- 
quently left him for a long period, which 
separation he patiently endured for the 
truth of his convictions. A few months 
later, the same individual advanced 
three thousand dollars to assist in pub- 
lishing the Book of Mormon, and finally 
the same (avaricious % 2) individual laid all 
,his possessions at the feet of the Bishop, 
hopeful that with this generous example, 
others would follow and in that manner 
a temporal equality be brought about 
among them. If by such a method as 
this they sought wealth, their ways are 
past finding out. It was like their seek- 
ing power—they hoped to gain that which 
they sought Dy freely giving it to others. 

As long as they remained in the Church 
it demanded of them almost their exclu- 
sive time and few opportunities were af- 
forded them by which to amass wealth. 
Seeing then that these men did not seek 
power, reputation, or wealth, they could 


not have been impostors, practicing a 


fraud upon others with the intent to de- 
ceive. 

Were they, then, enthuiasts, prac- 
ticing a fraud upon themselves by their 
own fevered imaginations? If per- 
chance this could have been their mental 
condition in the beginning, surely after 
they had been disappointed in all their 
hopes, stripped of every vestige of au- 
thority among their fellows, publicly hu- 
miliated and finally disfellowshiped and 
left to dwindle in the rear while the 
great cause rolled indifferently on; and 
finding their time, talent, possessions, and 
characters all spent in a cause which now 
seemingly forsakes them, we say, sure- 
ly then their fevered fanaticism would 
have been chilled, their judgment in for- 
ty years of disappointment would have 
become cooled, and they would have seen 
their error. Then, if they were not hon- | 
est enough to retract, they, like all vie- 
tims of enthusiasm, upon being liberated, 
would have been more or less vindic- 
tive, and would have sought revenge on 
the men who had misled them and the 
system that had wrought their downfall. 
This state of mind they never arrived 
at, though every. condition in their his- 
tory was favorable to it had they in the 
beginning been enthusiasts. Thence we 
find no sound premises upon which to 
charge them with over enthusiasm. 


Deluded? Is it in the power of man, 


young or old, learned or ignorant to 


bring angels down from heaven, or es- 
cort men into the presence of heavenly 
beings? And then and there command 
those men in such a manner that 
throughout all their days they dare not 
go contrary to that command? Not even 
though a score of years have passed af- 
ter the “‘magician’s” death? If this is a 
‘delusion you must ascribe to the boy 
prophet supernatural power—a power su- 
perior to all mankind and that would re- 
quire more faith than to “a that he 
was a prophet. | 

The object may observe iat it was a 
hallucination of the mind that 
three men experienced. It is. ind 
most incredible thing that three men of 
different dispositions and in sound health 
should each have the same hallucination 
at the same time, and, under different 
conditions, ench. remain the same in re- 
lation thereto. To believe such wonld 
truly be a most overwhelming hallucina- 
tion. However, if this thing be a delu- 
sion the world is openly challenged to 
reveal the fraud, expose the cheat, and 
thereby enlighten and disenthral the 
thousands of honest men and women 
gathered from nigh “every nation under 
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heaven.’ Surely here is a work worthy 
of the most devoted effort that ever en- 
gaged a Christian heart. 

And, let us add, since we, after a most 
thorough and aggressive investigation 
of this matter, with prayerful hearts and 
cautious inquiry, have failed to detect 
the delusion, and as no one else points 
it out to us, we fail to find any sup- 
port whatever for the opinion that it is 
a delusion. 

Now if these men were not honest men, 
they must have been fraudulent knaves, 
and if the latter they were very strangely 
engaged in promoting virtue among men. 
This is a new role for knaves and im- 
postors. 

Thus, after a careful consideration of 
the testimony and lives of these men, 
we are consistent. with the truth only 
when we aver that they were not impos- 
tors, they were enthusiasts, neither were 
they deluded, hence they must have been 
truthful men, and what they stated act- 
ually took place, and the Book of Mor- 
mon is true. 

Another thought: If the testimony of 
these three witnesses was a collusion en- 
tered into by Joseph Smith and them, it 
would have been essential to the ac- 
complishment of their design that they 
stand harmoniously together. If confi- 
dence were broken, immediately the of- 
fending party would be compelled to 
make reconciliation under threat of ex- 
posure from the offended party. But, 
contrary to all combinations df fraud and 
cunning, we find the Prophet openly re- 
buking the Witnesses. They were pub- 
licly charged with offenses, and actually 
excommunicated from the Church. Thus 


the institution which depended upon the 


testimony of these men for its very ex- 
istence, dared to remove them from be- 
neath it, remove the very foundation and 
support of the whole structure. Reader, 
could such a thing be possible in cases 
of fraud? If it were an imposture, Jo- 
seph Smith above all would not have 
dared to offend his colleagues whom it so 
deeply concerned him to agree with and 
pense. Accomplices in a fruud are 
obliged to show greater regard for each 
other. Such freedom belongs to truth 


alone. 
Internal Evidences. 


In precept and morals the Book of 
Mormon is lofty. It leaves the mind 
purer und the heart nobler after reading. 
It breathes the spirit of love, of meek- 
ness and inspires faith. The message it 
bears to the human soul is that Christ 
is the light and the way, follow him. 
This is the best test of a book. And we 
zsk is a book born of such a spirit likely 
to have been conceived in fraud and im- 
posture? 

As an evidence strong enough to evince 
the truthfulness of the book, we direct 
your attention to the fact that it ex- 
pressly states, if the signs promised by 
Jesus do not follow the believers they do 
not possess the true and living faith. 
No imposture can counterfeit those con- 
firming signs which Christ promised 
should “follow them that believe.“ Read- 
er, in perfect Christian eundor we ask 
you to weigh those words of the Mas- 
ter: And these signs shall follow them 
that believe: In my name they shall cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues; they shall ‘take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing it 
shall not hurt them; and they shall lay 
hands on the sick and they shall recov- 
er.“ (16 Mark 17-18.) You know those 
signs are not enjoyed or experienced by 
the Christian churches of today. They 
were anciently, they should be today for 


the promise is absolutely without im- 


itation in point of time or numbers. In- 
credible as it may be to the modern 
Christian mind, it is a fact that those 
signs follow the believers in the Book of 
Mormon, and in solemn boldness they so 
testify to the world. If that book be 
false, then, we ask, can the vaults of 


‘heaven be tampered with? Can impos- 


ture and fraud open wide the storehouse 
of celestial treasure and shower upon the 
head of delusion gifts which God alone 
bestows ? 

“We speak that we do know, and tes- 
tify that we have seen and ye receive not 
our witness.” 

Reverend Wace, of ‘Lincoln’ 8s Inn Chap- 
el, said, Thus from first to last the au- 
thority of the Scriptures has been equiv- 
alent to the authority with which they 
themselves convince men that they came 
from God.’ 

The Book of Mormon goes a step far- 
ther und says, that the Holy Ghost shall 
convince sincere inquirers of its divin- 
ity. It says in the last chapter: 

“And when ye shall receive these 
things, I would exhort you that ye 
would ask the Father, in the name of 
Christ, if these things are not true, and 
if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, 
with real intent, having faith in Christ, 
He will manifest the truth of it unto 
you by the power of the Holy Ghost.” 

uder, surely you dare submit this 
question to your Father in Heaven för 
solution. A simpler and surer test could 
not be employed; and remember the book 
itself not tearfully but hopefully extends 
to you the key. Will you apply it or 
will vou not? | 

The End. 


North Alabama Conference. 
ü By Elder F. Car don. 

On April 29th and 30th the Elders. of 
the North Alabama Conference held one 
of the most successful conferences in its 
history. They met in Aberdeen, Miss., 
where everything was arranged to make 
the event a brilliant and happy one. The 
treatment accorded the Elders by the 
citizens, boarding houses and officials of 
the county was extremely fair, and as a 
result there was no ill feeling to cramp 
the proceedings. 

President Ben. E. Rich arrived on the 
20th and immediately went into council 


meeting with the Elders. He heard all. 


of them bear their testimonies and ex- 
press themselves regarding the work they 
were carrying on among the people. The 
Spirit of God actuated them in their ut- 
terances and thrilled the hearts of each 
one present to such feeling as those alone 
who have attended like meetings can 
tell. All expressed a willingness to up- 
hold the mission and conference presi- 
dents that unity might be established and 
the work greatly. facilitated. 

President Rich then spoke to the El- 
ders upon many things of interest which 
were highly. edifying and instructive. His 
counsel and advice was given firmly and 
forceful, designed to arouse the ambitions 
of the Elders to an anxiety to uphold 
and promulgate the Gospel of Christ. 
His theme was to have the Elders obey 
the counsel and commands of the Lord 
given through His servants to them, and 
to conscientiously work while in their 
fields of labor, so, that when they re- 
turned home they might not have only 
a certified document of honorable re- 
lease, but wouhl have “honorable” 
stamped indelibly upon their actions and 
their countenances. 

President Joseph Skeen spoke also, en- 
couraging the Elders to continue stead- 


fastly to uphold the banner of freedom. 
and work earnestly to let their lights re- 
flect the furthermost parts of God's vine- 
yard and serve as incentives to others. 
His first counselor, T. II. Humphreys, 
in behalf of the Elders, presented him 
with a beautiful gold chain and locket as 
u token of the high esteem in which he 


in held by his co-laborers. This was re- 


ceived with much surprise and great ap- 
preciation und will ever be held as 
a dear memento of the happiest time of 
his life, the time spent in serving those 
placed under him and did the work 
which redounded to the credit of the 
conference. 


Elders T. H. Humphreys and G. NI. 
Matthews were sustained by the Elders 
as first and second counselors, respective- 
ly to President Skeen. Elders Wallace 
O. Bunting, H. K. Cranney, James X. 
Stanworth, Asa H. Chase, Robert Da- 
vidson, Sidney A. Sego and Samuel Hep- 
worth were honorably released to re- 
turn home. Elder A. F: Cardon was 
transferred to the Chattanooga Confer- 
ence. 

Sunday, the 30th, was devoted to pub- 
lic meetings. These were held in the 


large court house, the use of which was 


gratuitously given for that purpose, much 
to the credit of the county. President 
Rich was the principle speaker, both in 
the forenoon and afternoon, His re- 
marks in the forenoon were made upon 
the principles of the Gospel in general. 
In the afternoon eternal punishment, the 
different glories, the personality of God 
mud the marriage question were dis- 
cussed. All this was delivered in a 
clear, concise and elegant manner, plain- 
ly directed by the Spirit of God, which, 
with his oratory, made him both intense- 


ly inetresting and, to the honest in heart, 


exceedingly edifying. Several prominent 
citizens of the city and county were pre- 
sented and enjoyed to hear our worthy 
leader. | 

The other speakers were President 
Skeen and Klders T. H. Humphreys, E. 
Jerome Childs and X. F. Cardon. 

Monday, May Sth, the Elders took their 
departure for their various fields of la- 
bor, took a Muy Walk,” as some ex- 
pressed it, of some 200 miles. All were 
in excellent spirit and went forth with 
determination to make a success of their 
missions. Their health is quite good and 
inasmuch as they are going into moun- 
tainous parts of Alabama, it is expected 
that they will improve in this respect. 
They were set apart as follows: 


Presidents Joseph Skeen and T. II. 


Humphreys, Decatur, Morgan county, 
Ala. 


G. M. Matthews, office work. His ad- 


dress is Molder, Madison county, Ala., 
and a letter in his care to any Elder in 
the Conference will be forwarded from 
his address. 

E. Jerome Childs and Hyrum Morten- 
sen, traveling in the interest of Sunday 
schools. 

James Smith and Peter Kingsford, vis- 
iting Saints. 

Wm. J. Tuddenham and Ray RN. 
Humphreys, Shelby county, Ala. 

Charles Jacobsen and Geo. W. Lee. 
Pickens county, Ala. 

John F. Perkins and Earnest S. Fish- 
er, Jefferson county, Ala. 

John A. Bigelow and Edward Leavitt. 
Bibb county, Ala. 

Alma Iverson and Jesse A. Berry, Tus- 
caloosa county, Ala. 

D. W. Grover and A. 0. 
Chilton county, Ala. 

E. H. Johnson and C. E. Hancock, 
Morgun county, Ala. 


Meadsen, 
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